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Acclaimed Dance Company to Perform Middle Eastern 


Dances at The Cleveland Museum of Art 
“Spectacular. Intelligently conceived. Strikingly performed.”- The New York Times 


CLEVELAND (May 27, 2003) — The Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) presents the Ohio debut of the Anahid 
Sofian Dance Company in the Carnevale World Music and Dance Series on Friday, June 13, in Gartner 
Auditorium. The company will be performing Rags Sharqi (commonly know in this country as belly dance). 

Admission for this event, the second performance in this year’s Carnevale series, will be $28 and $25, $26 
and $23 for CMA members. Tickets are available by calling 216-421-7350 or 1-888-CMA-0033 or online at 


www.ClevelandArt.org. 





Rags Shargqi, also known as danse orientale, danse du ventre and in this country as belly dance, is one of 
the oldest dance forms in the world. It is reputed to have originated in ancient matriarchal societies as a ritual and 
therapy dance for fertility and childbirth. Even into this century, La Meri, the American ethnic dancer reports 
having seen the dance performed in Morocco at the bedside of women in childbirth. Some argue this point, but the 
dance's specific use of stomach muscles, breathing techniques, and vocabulary of contraction/release movements 
are related to skills taught today for natural childbirth and strongly support this claim. 

Whatever its origins, the dance has evolved into a performing art of great richness and subtlety. Its 
technique is a marvel of counter-rhythmic isolations coordinating the head, torso, feet, hands and arms in a graceful 
flow. Musicality is essential in the mastery of numerous rhythms, as are abilities in both choreography and 
improvisation. In spirit, the dance is at once sensual, exuberant, and poetic and can express a wide range of 
emotions dependent on the skills and discretion of the dancer. The dance is found throughout the Near and Middle 
East on many levels, from the street to the festival, from the cabaret to the concert stage. 

Anahid Sofian is recognized as one of the country's most versatile and innovative artists in Middle 
Eastern dance. Originally trained in ballet and modem dance, she has been involved in the Middle Eastern field for 
more than 30 years and has excelled in many areas - as a performer, choreographer, teacher and producer. Self- 
trained by observing and working with the Turkish, Greek and Arabic dancers in New York's famous "Greektown" 
nightclubs of the Sixties, Sofian was one of the pioneers in taking Middle Eastern dance out of the nightclub setting 


and onto the concert stage. 


(more) 


She has performed both as soloist and with her company in a wide range of settings including the Museum 
of Modern Art sculpture garden, the United Nations, the Unis Theatre on Broadway, the original Dick Cavett TV 
Show and Carnegie Hall. She was also the first dancer of Middle Eastern forms to be accepted into the prestigious 
New York Dance Festival at the Delacorte Theatre in Central Park. Most recently, she participated in Tina Croll 
and James Cunningham's "The Horse's Mouth Greets the New Millennium" at the Danspace Project of St. Mark's 
Church. 

The next concert in the Carnevale series will be a performance by the Tony and Grammy Award winner 
Dee Dee Bridgewater. Singing her interpretation of the Kurt Weill songbook, Ms. Bridgewater and her ensemble 
will perform on June 27 at 7:30 p.m. at CMA’s Gartner Auditorium. Tickets are available for $28 and $25, $26 
and $23 for CMA members by calling (216) 421-7350 or 1-888-CMA-0033 or buying online at 


www.ClevelandArt.org. 





The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent collection 
is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The museum is a significant international 
forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on the museum, its holdings, 


programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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